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It was interesting to compare this tornado of Greek energy
which was carrying me into the Sinai Peninsula with the
temperament of the excellent Mikhail, whose activity, although
it was of the best Syrian kind, was really underlaid with fatal-
ism. Mr. Vallinis, if suddenly faced by a horned viper, would
never wait for me to hand him a photographic tripod: he
would jump on the viper, or pulling out a hitherto unsuspected
revolver, shoot it accurately. He was that kind of man.

And now, as we journeyed towards the mountains, the sun
jumped over the high ridges and the world was alive. The
blue water sparkled. The glare from the rocks hurt the eyes,
and we turned this way and that, now driving into the face
of the sun and the next moment with the light behind us. In
a little while we left the foothills and ran outward to the shores
of the Gulf, with a great plain before us, about twelve
miles long, a flat plain tufted with scrub and camel
thorn. This has been identified by some with the Wilderness
of Sin, the place where the Israelites, longing for the fleshpots
of Egypt, began to murmur against the Lord and to blame
Moses for having led them into the desert.

It is difficult not to imagine Israel moving through this
country, where water lies hidden under the rocks; where
great flights of quail come down exhausted and may some-
times be picked up by hand; where a substance believed to
be manna is still pricked by insects from the tamarisk stems.

In addition to happy memories of bread, onions, and melons,
the Israelites took with them out of Egypt the mummy of
Joseph. That Joseph was mummified in accordance with
Egyptian custom we know from Genesis 1. 26. " So Joseph
died being an hundred and ten years old: and they embalmed
him, and he was put in a coffin in Egypt." That the depart-
ing Israelites took this mummy with them is proved by
Exodus xiii. 19: " And Moses took the bones of Joseph with
him."

There is a firm tradition that this mummy was eventually
buried in the Gave of Macpelah at Hebron, beside that of
Jacob; and the information that Jacob was also embalmed
in the Egyptian fashion is to be found in Genesis 1. 2. This
cave is to-day lying beneath the mosque at Hebron, and no
one is allowed to enter it.